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Attapulgite clay and its applications to water treatment
Zhang Guoyu, Wang Peng
(Department of Environmental Science and Engineering, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: Attapulgite clay is a kind of natural nonmetal mineral, which is mainly composed of attapulgite. Atta-
pulgite is crystal hydrated magnesium aluminum silicate with a unique layer—chain structure, which gives atta-
pulgite’ s virtues of high surface area, inert chemical property and excellent adsorptive property. A review of at-
tapulgite clay is presented. The composition, structure and methods of modification are described in detail. Its
application to the water treatment is invested. Several problems of research and application of it in China are dis-
cussed. Also suggestions and prospects are proposed.
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